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bj Earl Golz 

?ilafia boss Carlos MarccDo 
didn’t arrive big in Dallas until 
about 3950 after the local bovs 
had almost eradicated each other 
in a scries of gang wars. 

Dallas’ gambling, violence and 
vice until that time had taken no 
back scat to Marcello’s life stvle 
in New Orleans. 

Benny Binlcnfeince the earlv 
1930’s, when he opened a book- 
raaJJng establishment at Ross 
and Allen, had the fix in solid 
with Big D politiaans. Bmion's 
biggest headache was rival 
gangster Herbert Noble, who 
survived nine attempts on his 
life. 

Siniojl, however, backed the 
wrong candidate for sheriff in 
1946. The writing was on the 
wall and he ' goodbye t* 
DeHafi '^car budding 
world of Las Vcgasc 
No sooner, hsui, Steve Gnthri^^ 
secome sheriff m 1^6 when h^ 
v«L3 offered brib« xo open up ^ 
CpvaQi_to__t^ Chicage^ 
nobt Openly seeking ~Da]la5 
politicians and judges to pny off 
vere Dominick iButch) lllasi, 
xxlyguard for Chicago . Mafia 
:hief Sam Giancana M hen Gian- 
ana v/as murdered in 3975, and 
>ld A1 Capone henchmen Jake 
Greasy Tliumb) Guzik and 
Charlie (Trigger Happy) Fis- 
hetti. Flschetti 'Aed Dallas so 
□ uch he bought an apurtment 
)uiJding on Gaston street aiid 
cveslod in other property here. 

A Jewish acquaintance of the 
Ibicago Sicilians who also mi- 
rrsied here from the Windy City 
t the same time wes Jack' 
tuSensteirc later known as Jack 
tuby. the killer of Lee Harvey 
>swald in 19G3. 

MarccDo, busy buDding a slot 
■jachiTiO network in Louisiana, 
"as in DO position to claim 
)aJIas lus in the 1940's. Chicago, 
ot New Orleans, was niuking 
he pitch for this vibrantly 
rowing community along the 
Vinity River. 

Axtd Binmn. wbo still had 
owerfni ' 3'^xas contact^ 
orougE ES” good friend andv 
£a£ia 'leader "Sam ftiaexo of 
lalvestori. wasn’t throwing in 
^e towel, either. After his exile 
5 3-as Vegas in 1946 be tried to 
ecp a long distance control over 
lallas givmbling and numbers 
ickeU) through a lieutenant he 
Jt behind. Harry Urban. 

But Binion’s old rival Noble 
as fast taking over. So Binion 
ut a price on Noble's head and 
■cal gang icediar Hollis dcLois 
reen took him up on it, C>pcn 
ar broke out between tl>e Groen 
ad fJoble gangs. 

Green got it first on Cfiri.aLmas 
ve, 1949, as he left a nightclub 
3 Kort Worth avenue several 
locks down the rood from where 
jyde Barrow wes buriitjd. Grwn 
as hit ’ort'adsidc. by a vcllcy of 
x^tgon bl.‘»sta. Ncblo get liis a 
JAX lalcr when u land mice 
rpltxlcd under his cattle guard 
■>d tumod Us car into a IvrisLed 
■etal tomb on hU r^ncL near 



. Grapevine. 

One of the few m«*mben3 of the 
Green gang slill living. Little 
Johnny Grissaffi, is now work- 
ing with a ^farce])o- financed 
condominium project on South 
Padre Island near Port Isabel. 

New sheriff changed 

Mafia/Dallas 

relationship 

The Chicago Mafia’s courtship 
of Dallas ended abruptly in 1947 
when Sheriff Gullirie disclosed a 
series of buggt-d conversations 
about bribe offers he had re- 
ceived. €"£10 first.onazi who Lack 
•approached Guthrie w*a Paui 
Howiaad Jones, « convict«i 
opium smuggler and trustee of « 
Teajnfders Gnion local. Jones, 
who got a three-year jail sen- 
tence for attempUid bribery of 
Guthne, was ooeof Jack Kubyis 
first 'friend* when he tQ 

DaiUs in 194?. 

Two years later organized 
crime's turmoil in Dallas reached 
its height when the city’s owm 
Maiioso-in-resiccnce. ^’eter ht. 
•Ouca. was skipped back to a 
Penn.sylvani/i prison by the new 
sheriff here. Hill Decker. Duca 
was' accused of ordering the 
execution of Houston restaurant 
owner Vinrx*nt Yaiione. The 
VeUone incident resulted in his 
parole being revoked in connec- 
tion with an old murder rap in 
the 1928 shooting in Pittsburgh 
of tw'o mme offidais. 

T'wo days after entering the 
Pennsylvania prison, Duca 
dropped dead. He had bved in 
the 5400 block of Richard street 
in north Dallas. 

With Duca *3 demise, the star 
shone brighter for Joseph Fran- 
cis Civelio. a soft-spoken Ross 
street merchant in the import 
v.*inc and cl'.eesc business. 

So did the star of Marcello, who 
knew Civelio from rackets con- 
nections near Batou Rouge. La., 
before Civelio movtd to Dallas. 

Qvtio had been wailing in the 
■wings behind Duca and Binion 
but not without missing too 
much of the underworld action. 
He had serwod foiu- years of a 
15-year federal prison ser.tance 
arising from a heroin and cocai^ 
bust in 4937 tbst reached fronJi. 
Dall.aa lo New Orleans to ChicaA 

One year later the federals 
nailed Marcello in New Orleans 
for selling 23 ounces of marijua- 
na without paying taxes on iL 
He went to priuon about the 
same time Civelio did. and 
served less than two year*. 

1950 marks beginning 
of Marcello’s 
rise in Dallas 

But thdr lime Lad c-ome Lo; 
1950. Togethc’ they guietiy' 
«mcnled a Dallis-Naw Orlaan^ 
ridationahip that today, j»ix 
'years after Civallo’a dcathf 
tnakea Marcelkx' the man 'wbd' 
call* the obcl* in Dallaa'. 



Sheriff Deckea pnrsidod a chief 
law enforcement o/iicer in Dnllna 
County during those formative 
yenrs of the Marcello-CivelJo 
alliance. Decker’s friends b<«ast- 
fed he had his own ‘Mafia’ that 
would run an out-Nider from 
Dallas (Jounty before sunset if 
he were discovered to have 
syndicate ties. They remem- 
bered how he arrested Duca 
when be arrived by train from 
Galveston at Union Terminal 
and promptly turned him over to 
Pennsylvania lawmen in 1950. 

Marcello, however, operated 
■vshth more restraint than Duca or 
the Chicago mobsP?rs. He was a 
Mafia gentlemen end when he 
claimed Dallas, he did it with a 
minimum of bioodshed. 

“He is of the school that tries 
to keep tbe heatoff of him.’’ said 
Aaron Kohn, director of the New 
Orleans Crime Commi.ssion. 
“He's been very smart. He’s 
been the same way all through 
his executive history in the 
underworld. He u.'^ed to be a 
violent thug himself. A street 
thug when he ■was younger, 
pistol whipping people end all 
that kind of business.” 

Marcello noted for 
effective use of bribes 

Kolin noted that people “g^t 
shook up about murders but 
they don't get shook up about 
bribery.” 

MarceDo invested heavily in 
Dallas area land and bankroDed 
bars, restaurants and other bu.si- 
nesses. Vending machine opera- 
tors paid him a percentage of 
their take and so did gamblers, 
although Marcello doesn’t gam- 
ble himself. 

Marcello has kept a low profile 
on paper, too. Nowhere in Dallas 
have authorities found his signa- 
ture. although this is liis turf. 

Marcello's hold on the Dallas 
underworld, however, fell out in 
the open in 3957. much to his 
embarrassment and Civello’s 
and Sheriff Decker’s. That was 
the year when New York state 
police swooped in to make 
arrests of 60 Mafia leaders from 
acioss the cou.ntry who were 
meeting secretly in the Apala- 
chin, N.Y. home of hoodlum 
Joseph Barbera. 

CSi'eBo was' at t2>« Apalachia' 
<x>nJerer>ce and so was his cou- 
sin. Los Angeles mobster Frank 
De Simone. BufMarpello, who’ 
was feeling tbe beat of govern- 
inent probes in New Orlea.ns at 
tbe time, stayed homef Feder^ 
■egenta laCer came up "wnth toli> 
recOTtis w birh showed a numbe/ 
<il iel^Lonc calls bet'weca Ci>^- 
4o MZid JkfarceBo'« -lefieraon M<9- 
■«5c -Co.-'Sn'TTw Orleerfy shortly 
after Civelio rctumod from Aoa- 
lachin. Telephone comniunics- 
Uons also were found u.ncer 
similar circum.starjces 
Civelio and John Ormento ol 
New York, a major Lralficker in 
narcotics. 

CSvelJd** 'name 3I30 or 
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iuvestigaLtem two cays after 
Jack Ruby shoe Hjot lisixvey 
Oswald, the accused assassin of 
President John F. Kennedy, in 
the basement of the Dalles police 
station. Bobby Gene Moore, was 
said he played piano in Iluhy's 
nightclub here and also worked 
by Civfelio’s import shop at 3400 
Ross Ave., was interviewed by 
the FBI on Nov. 26, 3963. 

Moore the ftderal aLgent3k 
that wee . '“irr-quent 

■«iiaux..a35d Associate'' erfX3velle 
after Rub> moved to Dallas. The 
FBI said Moore volunteered the 
information to refute a state- 
ment on a television interview 
after Ruby shot Oswald. A Ruby 
associate had said on TV that 
Ruby had no “gangster connoc- 
lions." 

When Civelio was convicted of 
perjury in connection with the 
Apalachin meeting, his power 
waned and the syndicate’s book- 
jnakihg center at White Plains. 
N.Y., sent Pete PcUigrino to 
Dallas to assess the situation. 
Pelligrino’s father, Eocco, m 
eeptfun m fSeoId VfQT Genovese 
of New •'VtiAZ'was a cousin 
to D^as' f»iaurant owner J#e 
Yannl, belicv€bd bv f.-xleraJ autho- 
ritier: to h.ave bcoo a major figure 
in organized gambling here be- 
fore his death of a heart attack in 
1973. 

Civello’s perjury conviction 
was overt! med. howev'cr. and he 
continued atop the heap in 
Dallas until his death in 1970. 

Civelio’s death and _lanni’s 
shortly afterward have left the 
city’s rackets without an over- 
lord for several years now. 

Maxcelio comes to 
Dallas less often 

Marcello, 66, is making fewer 
and fewer trips to Dallas, espe- 
cially after a reported heart 
attack which was hushed up 
about a year ago. 

Kohn disagrees with reports of 
Marciilo's immobility. 

“He i.< moving around so much 
that he has been protesting 
recently,” Kohn said. “And a.s a 
matter of fact he went back into 
court recently and is still fight- 
^ removed the restric- 
tion on him — that is, the re- 
quirement that whenever he 
travels out of the state that he 
has to report to the U.S. 
Irrunigratioc Services. 

“He's got his lawyers trying lo 
get that requirement lifted. So it 
gives you some idea of the 
importance of his travels to him. 
He doesn’t want to have to say 
where he’e going.” 

But more and more Marcello is 
nrpresi-Dted on goodwill trips by 
hia son, Joseph C. Marceilo, or 
brothers Joseph, Jr. and Vince. 
All three were believed Lo have 
shown up for the Dallas wedding 
two years ago of Carlo ((Gorky) 
(Gempisi. He is the son of Joo 
Campisi who runs the Eg>’pL”an 
Hestaurent at 6630 E. Mocking- 
bird Lane. loLelligt’nce agents 
also s.ty they spotUd at Jeart 



thiee other MarceDo family as- 
sociates from Louisiana amo:»g 
the wedding guests. They were 
AJphonso Gsgliano, Joseph Ac- 
cardo and Luke Gallioto. Carlo 
Campi.si’s wife, by the way, 
petitioned for divorce thrro 
months after the wedding. 

Joe Campisi and a gambler 
whose famDy owns a popular 
drive-in restaurant here were 
afforded an opportunity to talk 
business with Marcello several 
months ago ■when they visited 
the New Orleans area as partici- 
pants in an ItaJian-Amcrican 
goD tournament, accordmg to 
intelligence reports. With Mar- 
cello’s reported he.&n problem, 
the touiTvamcnt served as b 
convenience Lo keep up with 
contacts in the .Mafia’s most 
expansive kingdom of Louisia- 
na. Texas, Arkansas and Missis- 
sippi. 

AnoCh g " PaRftS “ ■busmessmaji 
who kz;owa Ivfarceno on a first 
Wme 'basis 1* James Robert 
(.Tackl Toddl*ftjmier mianba x>{ 
Green’s .gang stxI now in the oil 
business berc. Todd last got out 
of prison after a jury found him 
guDty in 1954 of murder without 
malice in the pistol slaying of a 
patron at the Players louncc. 

3 708 N. CarroU. In 1951 Todd 
was sentenced to one year in the 
federal penciemiarj' for carr}'ing 
nitroglycerin and dynamite caps 
aboard a commerciul aircraft. 

Todd’s son, Gerald, who hod 
married into the Janni fitmily, 
took over the operetion of a 
restaurant shorliv after it ■was 
opened with lots of fsnferc in 
3973 by a nephew of Joe 
Camjiisi, John D. Camijisi. The 
restaurant at 63 31 GreenvUJe 
Ave., known as "J.D-’s,” earlier 
had been clo.sod by the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Commi.’‘5ion 
as a result of an “affray “ 
between Gerald Todd and'John 
D. Campisi in which Campisi 
was wounded by gunshot. 

Displeased with the way he was 
handling himself, a fraction of 
the mob reportedly set J.U. up 
for a poDce raid on his oparument 
with the Lip that cocaine w<>uld 
be found. None was found but 
two sawed-off shotguns in tl^o 
apartment were enough to .Hend 
tlie younger Campisi awnv for 
six montlis in /‘xleral pri.*H)n 
Vk'hiie thijics cooled off. 

This iutemnl feud and other 
signs of possible mob \ iolcnce 
were viewed by some intelligence 
agents as a weakening of Marvel- 
lo’s bold in Dallas in his latxr 
years. About a year prior to llit 
John D. Campisi incidents ar- 
sonists apparently set abUze 
several nightclubs, including 
Players Lounge tind tbe FainLod 
Duck ct 4729 Mcpie. ' 

Tony Catcrine rupyervisos the 
syndicate’s investment in the 
Dallas nightclub scene, but for 
the pa.«t thice months hrs h»*d lo 
operate from a jxruon dorniiiory 
in SurgoviDc. He gc<-» out ou 
wrv*Kcnds, however, •which ic 
good for his busiixvo. 

Coot. OB page 16 



The Godfather 



I Cent, from page 3 

Calcrinc first ran sfowj of the 
I law on a credit card 

scheme, then got hooked on 
income tax evasion. He’s scr\'lng 
27 months. 

Caterine had entrusted a man 
named Frank James L^raon 
with much of his confidential 
business until he learned rc-cent* 
ly that Lamon at one time was 
government undercover agent 
RontJd David NVatkins. \S’aL* 
tins, who changed his name, 
once worked for the government 
in a federal investigaiion that 
cracked one of the biggest 
cxKJune smuggling operetions in 
the countrv'. 

‘T have l>r^'n looking for some 
bombings to take place on 
Grf*cn\-ilJe Avenue like the\' did 
on Samuels Boulevard several 
years ago." said a retired DnLlas 
police officer whose sprxriaJt)’ 
was erganixed crime. "Compeli- 
tioD got a irtUe Loo strong out 
there. But apparently they have 
made an effort Jr) kt-ep trouble 
down, despite that group from 
Las Vegas that spent almost 
SIOO.OOO to open that swinging 
bar on Northwest hlighw ay. 

"It would be m}’ guess that he 
(Nf ju-cello) is still staying as 
legitimate as he can here. I 
have.n't hcArd of any ;x)Iicy 
op<Tstions or any loan sharking 
going on to speak of. Right now 
his main goal is in legitimate 
cireJes— hotels, motels, a few car 
dealerships, taverns and distri- 
butoiships of all kinds like coin 
mccliihe cperalions that they 
put in these taverns." 

Money to operate the legiti- 
mate businesses usuallj' comes 



I from njegiti.mato sources, said 
the rctirfd police officer, and 
much of it must be washed 
thn^ugh a local bank or two. The 
banker who handles such depo- 
sits and the .subsequent "fake 
loan deals" generally is on the 
take for about six per cent of the 
loan, he said. 

New Orleans Crime Cc.-rmis- 
sion dinx-tor Kohn noted that 
"there’s been a long history of 
Marcello ncgoti.itions in connec- 
tion with real estate in Lhe 
Dallas area He acquires land 
and properties, more ofum than 
note, in the names of .straw men. 
He has a consistent pattern of 
that." 

Marcello’.s brand of orcanired 
crime may be so well organuied 
that it has lull(-d Dallas police 
authorities into thinking he isn't 
here. 

In 19<39 the head of the DaUas 
police bureaus for vice, narcotics 
and intelligence said "the cli- 
mate of Dalles is un.successful 
for organized c.dme — cail it what 
you want to." Cap W.P Ganna- 
woy said prostitution, drugs and 
gambling were not Loo well 
organized in Dallas. 

Gannaway said in 1969 that 
"you don’t Si-e prostitutes walk- 
ing the sLnt'ts of DaUas b. -cause 
we've made cases too many 
times." 

He said Dallas had no main 
heroin contact and he challenged 
anyone to "walk down the street 
and try to place a bet.” 

Hither Gannaway was loo na- 
ive or Marcello he.'in’t .siowt-d 
down as much in the past eight 
}‘cars as some peojile say he 
has. Q 




